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Middlesex Courthouse 
 

The Old Middlesex Courthouse and Gaol is one of 

the strongest links between the city of the present 

and the city of the past. Constructed from 1827-

1831 in a mix of Gothic and Regency styles the 

building commanded an imposing presence right 

next to the Forks of the Thames. By the 1870s the 

rapid growth of the area strained the Courthouse 

to full capacity. The building was expanded in 

1878 and 1911. 

 

The Old Middlesex Courthouse and Gaol holds a 

special place in the heritage community. It was the 

location of the city’s very first ACO meeting and 

today is the location of the London-Middlesex 

Historical Society's monthly meetings. The fate of 

the Old Courthouse was unclear for a time in the 

mid-20th century and even sat empty for some 

years but interest in its conservation peaked at the 

same time heritage advocates rallied around the 

Ridout Street buildings. It was restored and 

renovated to become the Middlesex County 

Building. The Old Middlesex Courthouse is no 

stranger to Geranium Walks and was featured in 

1977, 1988 and 1997.  

Talbot Streetscape 
 

The Talbot Streetscape, today the site of 

Budweiser Gardens, was a major commercial 

centre of the city across from Covent Garden 

Market and boasted two major hotels, 

commercial buildings, and at one time London’s 

tallest building at six storeys. The streetscape 

was highlighted in the 1977 Geranium Walk 

called “Talbot Tour.” 

 

In the late 1980s the entire streetscape came 

under threat of demolition when a developer 

planned a large office building for the site. ACO 

London, along with many concerned citizens and 

groups led the ultimately unsuccessful fight to 

save the Talbot streetscape, staging the “Hands 

Around the Block” event in May 1987 when over 

2,000 Londoners, passionate about their city's 

heritage, joined hands around the entire block. 

ACO London sponsored a study in 1989 to 

advocate for alternative uses for the 

streetscape.  

 

Despite the efforts of ACO London and other 

heritage groups the block was demolished in 

1991 and sat empty until the John Labatt Centre 

—now Budweiser Gardens—opened in 2002. A 

replica of the original inn’s facade as it 

appeared in the 20th century was included as 

part of the development.  

Headley (Adam Beck’s Estate) 
 

Originally constructed in 1867, Adam Beck 

purchased the property in 1900. In 1957 

Ontario’s Archaeological and Historic Site Board 

unveiled a plaque honouring Beck and 

“Headley.” Today, the plaque is missing and 

Headley is not what it appears to be. 

 

Headley was never designated a heritage 

property. In 1986 the property and valuable two 

acres was purchased by Sifton Properties.  

Sifton promised the building would be carefully 

deconstructed and reassembled using all the 

original materials from the home. Instead, the 

building was levelled in 1987 because Sifton 

claimed the bricks that made up the estate were 

not in a condition to be reused. 

 

A reproduction of Headley was built that used 

less than one third of the original material. To 

this day London’s heritage community uses the 

term “pull a Headley” or “Becked” when a 

developer minimizes outcry by promising to 

protect a historic building but instead ruins it 

forever. Headley, both old and new has been 

featured in the Geranium Walks of 1979 and 

1993.  

 

Hotel London 
 

By the early 1920s it was apparent that 

London’s flagship hotel “Tecumseh House” was 

beginning to seem outdated. Investors 

embarked on building a new hotel and Hotel 

London opened in 1927. The eight storey 350 

room hotel stood at the Southeast corner of 

Dundas and Wellington, a site that is currently 

occupied by City Centre Plaza. When it opened it 

was immediately the preeminent hotel in the city 

with a large ballroom, three bars, a dining room 

and shops. The hotel was sold in 1961 and 

demolished in 1972.  
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