
Geranium Heritage House Tours 
Beginnings 

 
The most well-known and acclaimed event put on by 

ACO London is the signature annual architectural and 

historical “Geranium Walk.” It is regarded as crucial part 

of the ACO’s mandate of “advocacy and education.” It 

has been an unqualified success in engaging, involving 

and informing Londoners and visitors alike about 

London’s unique architectural heritage. 

 

A different neighbourhood is featured each year and on 

the Geranium Walk—now rechristened the “Geranium 

Heritage House Tour”—pots of red geraniums welcome 

visitors to the houses open to visit. Tickets for the event

–best purchased well ahead of the tour!–are in the form 

of well-researched illustrated booklets describing the 

architectural and historical attributes of the houses, 

streetscapes and neighbourhood. 

 

The first tour took place on June 2, 1974. Called 

“Victorian Fancies,” tickets cost $2.50 each and 

included refreshments. The self guided tour began at St. 

Paul’s Cathedral and took participants along Dufferin 

Street, Queens Avenue, Clarence Street and along the 

Thames River to include the Ridout Street Complex and 

Eldon House. Not yet called a Geranium Walk, this 

successful walk served as a model for future tours. 

The Sketches of Silvia Clarke 

 
1977’s Geranium Walk titled “Talbot Tour” was the 
first to include the sketches of Silvia Clarke in the 
booklet that guided participants on their tour. Clarke’s 
drawing of 527 Princess Avenue served as the logo 
for ACO London until recently. Clarke’s sketches not 
only added richness to the pamphlets but allowed 
tour participants to readily identify buildings. 
 
Silvia Clarke (1911-1994) was the sister of Joan 
Clarke, the mathematician who aided Alan Turing in 
breaking the code of the Nazi Enigma machine. Silvia 
herself also worked at Bletchley Park in an 
intelligence division. She immigrated to Canada in 
1947 and settled in London in 1954 where she 
worked for the federal government and Western 
University. A skilled artist, she created calligraphy for 
Western’s medical faculty diplomas and painted with 
the Western Art League and Gallery Painting Group. 
 
Other ACO London members who have contributed 
illustrations to geranium tour pamphlets over the 
decades include Paul Kershaw, John Nicholson, 
Scott Robinson, Tom Tillman, Andrew Wojciechowski, 
Maggie Whalley, Alison Brown, Joyce Allen and Steve 
Edgar.  

Woodfield Rambles 
 

Woodfield is a historic neighbourhood that has 

been a popular choice for Geranium Walks 

through the years. It’s easy to understand why. 

The myriad styles of Victorian architecture found 

along its stately tree lined blocks hold a timeless 

appeal. It’s obvious why London became known 

as the “Forest City” when strolling through 

Woodfield. A city beautification plan in 1871 

allowed residents of London to purchase tree 

seedlings for only 25 cents each and over 

15,000 trees were planted as a result. 

Woodfield has been featured in 1976’s 

“Woodfield Rambles,” 1982’s “Victoria Park 

Promenade,” 1984’s “The Dufferin Walk,” 

1991’s “Welcome to Woodfield,” 1994’s 

“Wandering Through West Woodfield,” 1998’s 

“Woodfield Revisited,” 2007’s “West Woodfield 

Walkabout” and 2012’s “East Woodfield Walk.” 

Wolfe Street’s impressive double streetscape, 

Lord Robert’s Public School and Bishop Cronyn 

Memorial Church have all been popular 

destinations during tours through this heritage 

conservation district.   

Tours Today 
 

The annual Geranium Walk continues to be one 

of ACO London’s most important events. 

Hundreds of Londoners and tourists descend 

upon a few blocks and glimpse an intimate look 

at beautiful heritage homes. 2015’s tour 

“Exploring Old East” attracted over 350 visitors. 

Old East was featured once before in 2004’s 

“Rediscovering Old East Village.” The 2016 tour 

called “Sydenham Saunter,” features part of the 

St. George-Grosvenor neighbourhood, which was 

previously highlighted in 1993. Those wishing to 

rediscover previous Geranium Walks need to 

look no further than the London Room at the 

London Public Library where all the booklets 

from previous years can be perused or they can 

purchase their own copies from ACO London.  
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Silvia Clarke’s sketch of 527 Princess Avenue 

Tour goers visiting 506 Dufferin Avenue during 2012’s “East Woodfield Walk” 

Tour goers crowd 858 Lorne Avenue in 2015’s “Rediscovering Old East” 


